
The Real Jurassic Park (#13)A-maze-ing Finds (#12)
Dinosaur National Monument, Utah and Colorado preserves an amazing 
record of Jurassic fossils including dinosaur bones and fossilized clams. 
Dinosaurs, just like living things today, were specially suited for their 
environments. Plant-eating Diplodocus and meat-eating Allosaurus both had 
to find food and shelter in the environments of the time. 

Imagine what the Jurassic forest of conifers, ferns, and cycads would offer to 
a dinosaur that lived there. Draw your Jurassic creature below. 

The Mesozoic Era began with recovery from the 
Permian Extinction. During the Triassic Period, 
reptiles started taking over many environments 
including the hot, forested environments of 
North America. 

Today, you can imagine the 250 foot tall trees 
that lived here by visiting the fossilized trees of 
Petrified Forest National Park, Arizona.

The Triassic marks the first appearance of dinosaurs. One of the 
earliest dinosaurs, the 4 foot tall Coelophysis (see-low-fi-sus), 
lived among the giant trees in Petrified Forest.

Early dinosaurs were often smaller than the giants of later times 
like Tyrannosaurus rex or Stegosaurus.

Complete the maze to find your way 
through the petrified tree stump. 

START END

Cycads have tough, 
scaley bark on their 
trunks and bright 

cones. Can you find 
one on the next page?

To become petrified, the trees above were covered in wet 
sediment. Over time the chemicals in the trees were replaced 
with other chemicals and the wood turned to stone. 

Grass  a
nd 

flowering plants 

did not appear until 

the end of the Mesozoic 

Era, about 120 million 

years ago. Until th
en 

ferns, cycads, and 

conifers dominated. 
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dinosaur
discovery

Funding provided by 
the Gnewuch Family

Unearth fun at this special family 
event Explore the fascinating world 

of dinosaurs, discover real fossils, 
and enjoy prehistoric crafts and 

activities, plus a special presentation 
led by Paleontologist Nick of the 

Dinosaur Discovery Museum. Program 
to be held in the Gnewuch Family 

FLEXauditorium.

fri. april 19
Special Museum Hours! 9am - 6pm

Paleontologist Presentations

What is a Dinosaur?      |     9am, 11am, 4pm
Life of a Paleontologist      |     10am, 5pm

members: free
non-members: $10/person


